50     MARIA   THERESA    OF    AUSTRIA
When Francis reached Breslau on his journey to
Vienna an imperial messenger was awaiting him. Francis
restrained his joy, for he was sure that the courier
would have good news for him. Again, however, he
was to be disappointed, for he was informed that he had
been appointed governor of Hungary and that this
meant living in Pressburg and not in Vienna. Francis
was puzzled and worried by this appointment. It
might mean that Charles was less favourably inclined
to the marriage or, on the other hand, he might merely
have decided that as the future consort Francis should
learn at first hand about the government of his wife's
domains.
In Vienna Francis was affectionately received by the
Emperor. He was welcomed like a son, but Charles
said nothing whatsoever about his future as a son-in-
law. He was ordered to leave for Pressburg almost at
once. William Coxe, in his famous History of the House
of Habsburg, published in 1807, claims that " Charles
had protracted the declaration of the match to lure the
Queen of Spain with the hopes of a union between their
two families."
In view of the fact that Charles had assured
George II. of England that he would not further compli-
cate the European balance of power by such a marriage,
this was probably not the reason for his indecision. He
was, however, seriously worried at the time about a
possible war with France about Poland. At the battle
of Poltava in 1709, Stanislaus Leczinski, the King of
Poland, had been defeated by Frederick Augustus I.,
Elector of Saxony, who thereafter was known as
Augustus II. of Poland. Though Augustus is known
to history as "the Strong," he was now over sixty,
and his dissolute life caused people to expect that he

